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THE SETTING 1,

In north-central ' San Diego County tha s
Range province 18 dom1ne:1tud. }')y the Agua Tibis Mgg}ll
This rande, with elevations 1n places of hots un+
feet, is best known perhaps as the platfoypn o,
+he 200-inch Hale telescope on Palomar Mountain thlnj ,
rountain itself forming the SOL.lthe INMOSt anchoy ..
Agua Tibias (see map 1R :. PhYSlographi:LCally and the
turally this range consists of an uplifteg Seria
granitic batholiths. It appears to be a horgt ind

o —

-\

graben type feature with the southwestern fzce oTi
eated by the main Elsinore fault zone and the northn‘
eastern scarp marked by what 1s probably a branch i

the same system (for references supporting thege P
see Larsen 1948, 1951; Mann 1955; Ellis and ILee 1919?

Along the southwestern flank of Palomar Mountain
at an elevation of about 2,800 feet, the scarp ig Wi
ken by a series of flats that mark the location of the
Elsinore fault zone. At this point, the fault trends

southeast to northwest from the Valle de Jose region
(presently occupied by Lake Henshaw) toward the town of

pala near the northwestern end of the main Agua Tibia

range.
This particular structural configuration is of

concexrn here because many of the prehistoric settle-
ments in the area are concentrated on the flats marking

the fault zone (see pl. 1). Springs usually assoclated

with a faulted topography provide water sources for
several of these settlements including that of Molpa.

Vegetation on the flats differs somewhat from that
of the adjacent terrain and is essentially oak parkland

(savannah) . Because of the differences in elevation,
exposure, and parent rock, the terrain adjacent to the

higher.on the mountain. Small flats or benches OF ns
mountain flanks are marked by oak groves. The C

. _ _ ome
th?mselves contain gallery forest, oak groves and S°

s



sistence base for the prehistoric inhabitants of the
area. Table 1 lists some of the more common plants

found in this region. A substantial portion of this
inventory contributed in one way or another to the

aboriginal subsistence.
This vegetation, 1n addition to its direct contri-
bution to aboriginal subsistence, also supported assorted

fauna which 1n turn were exploited by the Indian inhabi-
tants. Except for localized adjustments in response to

short term wet and dry cycles there 1s no evidence that
conditions here have altered much over the past 500 to

800 vyears.

THE SITE

Molpa (SDi-308) is located within the Boucher H.ill
Quadrangle (USGS 7 1/2 minutes series) at an el§vat1?n
of 2,500 feet in northern San Diego County, Californlia

(see maps 1 and 2; P ab )i 5
The settlement covered portions of | two low Kno

SPlcuous granitic bedrock exposures.
S€ems to be covered with a well-develope

Ehoush there s considerabla variation:ip the cep

the deposit. The midden covers some 40,000 square_
Yards. ~
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in the Territory
common F . 11ages of Molpa and Cuca

: b the V1i
xploitec ™ (see map 1)
exposed slopes and hillSld?Sf Only the MOre
chaparral — 1isted. The composition of thig

Use
[uiseno name (where known
R B R

adenostoma fasiculatum  ~>U~U [ tools, gum

riogonum fasciculatum w.ul agla medicine
Quercus dumosa a wis - food, medicine
uercus chrysolepis winat food and games
Garrya flavescens _ not known - not stated
Ceanothus leucodermis >U»>U sawa not stated
~ Arctostaphylos species ko 1lul food

Food (2

P i
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Rhus trilobata
O AR ot b

us integrifolia

Rhus diversiloba

Turricola parryi

Salvia aplana

Salvia munzii
(mellifera)
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TABLE 1 (continued)

Datura meteloldes nagtumus

Mimulus species not kno

Penstemon
terrhinoides sexla and pi maj

accharis douglasil (?) morwaxpis

phedra species
(Californica) n known drink

lcampes rlgens

.

Echinocystis |

macrocarpa >enwis
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E 7ABLE 1 (contilnued)

f
!
e — LUiSeﬁo Nname Use
i______amw specles not kno
: : fOOd’ eto,
rosa callfornica >usla
S el S R L Bk 1 :
medlCine » gum
religion :
us diversiloba Piya 1
B
PO1Son oak (uge?
Rubus vitifolius Pikwla Gosie s
y QAye (?)
vitis gilrdiana makwit ik
B —— 00
pJrtica gracilis sakisla religion, fiber
s of 4
medicine
irpus microcar
| _ arpus pacxaya tools, religion,
basket-making,
e _ mats, food?
Juncus acutus sissoylad basket-making,
e e | o ' g s Sl mats, fOOd?
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contl f
7aBLE 1 ( Usknown)
e
(whex
Luiseﬁo name |
food |
to vasal
food
7a’?t1.1t (9
fFood (¢ L
not known :
food
not known
food
wusocls
i?
not known
ood(?
not known T
ot o
| medicine (-
Rhamnus californica not known
’—————-—_—-
amnus purshiana e l
= not known medicline

(buckthorn)

Chenopodlium

.. I.
"
- =
e B
o g

B e T TR ﬂ'%ﬂr s ~
-_ E P S G B 4 . h :
.’-_F . |:- : _. :__-.-.q-.
o o i T T
- '.:- . T




mABLE 1 (continued)

. Use
t Lulseno
plant S-S SN0 name {where known)
psoralea macrostachya  pj,mukyyl fiber, medicj
oot g ¢ SO P e s TS G S ’ Clne,
dye, religion,
thatching
croton californicus var. su-i kawut medicine
Centaurium venustum zasoskit medicine
Cucurbita foetidissima ne xis soap

This list 1s not intended to be complete and there
are hundreds more species of plants within the area. It

does indicate the range of material, and the nature of
the plant utilization by the Luiseno. The Luiseno names

and uses of these plants were provided by Max Peters,
Herman Calac, and Henry Rodriquez. The Luiseno termin-

ology was checked and corrected by William Bright,
Department of Anthropology, University of California,

Los Angeles.
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