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Nate Harrison at his cabin, c1903  
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From the late 1880s to 1919, Nate Harrison lived on the west side of Palomar Mountain, high up on the west 
road up the mountain now named after him, Nate Harrison Grade [1]. After he died, these materials were found 
in his cabin by neighbor(s). Subsequently they have been called the “cabin collection [1].”  
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Agua Tibia 
Jan. 1, 1884 
Nathan Harrison: 
Dear Sir, I will take forty (40) Cedar Posts to be delivered at Scott’s Store 
in the Rincon: and I agree to pay you 15 cents each for said goods, it is to 
be understood that “Said Posts” are of good quality and size and proper 
length. Let me know by mail through Mr. Ruff (or by any other means you 
think best) when the Posts are ready and I will send you the money. I want 
the Posts soon. 
Lee H. Utt 





Translation from “An Interim Technical Report for the 2017 Field Season: 
Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego 
County, California. Seth Mallios. San Diego, California, Montezuma 
Publishing, San Diego State University, 2017 
 
San Luis Rey Mayo 30, 1877 
Mr. Ologassie (?) Calac 
My dearest general (authority) 
Of all of my appreciation and _____ Darling, I received your letter. 
Well Sir, 
Our sheep herd (or sheep farm) was taken out Sunday, Lalle Buron del 
Campo did not say much. And he will continue to go down with the ca 
____ I believe today or tomorrow. And on Sunday I will let him know 
[take note of]. If you can come or if not I will send mail and I’ll wait for 
you. 
Binuto Bolioto 











Translation and Transcription from “An Interim Technical Report for the 
2017 Field Season: Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site 
in San Diego County, California. Seth Mallios. San Diego, California, 
Montezuma Publishing, San Diego State University, 2017 
 
At left on PDF page 
 
“Tablets” could be cedar shakes. Cedar trees grow on Palomar Mountain. 
 
Potrero, June 15, 1875 
Mr. Ines my very dearest, 
I’ll save my {pity} for the end and say my greetings for my friend, Mr. 
Ines. Well, Mr. Ines, I come with news from Mrs. Calistra from San Juan. 
Mrs. Calistra asked if you could do me the favor of making me tablets. Mr. 
Ines, I want two thousand tablets. Mr. Ines, you owe me a mare, but for 
now I only want tablets. That is what Mr. Calistra said. Now Ines, you and 
I need to fix this. 
Mr. Jose Axcate   
 
At right on PDF page 
 
Ring Con [Rincon] 
Mar. 26th, 1878 
Dier [Dear] sir: 
Mr. [Lindare] 
You failed to fill the bill with me why so I would like for you to send the 
son [sum] of thirty dollars. 
H. Durand  
 





Translation from “An Interim Technical Report for the 2017 Field Season: 
Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego 
County, California. Seth Mallios. San Diego, California, Montezuma 
Publishing, San Diego State University, 2017 
 
Anaheim, December 10, 1880 
Mrs. Lucia, 
I beg of you, do not play dumb [don’t be coy] regarding the mares that I 
sold to your deceased husband, Miguel. It was about 6 or 7 beasts that you 
yourself must have seen when he took them to Aguanga. And there is also 
a metal [a piece of iron] of which there are many eyewitnesses. Well, I 
sold you the beasts [mares] for the sum of 80 pesos. And I gave him a 
receipt [a paper] of said sales of the beasts to which he gave me a promise 
to pay back [IOU], which I still have. Now I want you to return the metal 
[piece of iron] and 75.00 in cash or in animals. Give it to Mr. Ines 
Harrison, and I will head over there to collect it. 
Frederico Smith 
 







Translation from “An Interim Technical Report for the 2017 Field Season: 
Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego 
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Publishing, San Diego State University, 2017 
 
San Luis Gonzalez Ranch 
June 13, 1873 
My dearest sir, 
Beloved stepfather, I really do hope that by the time you receive this letter you are 
in good health [that this letter finds you in good health]. Despite that I am rich in 
health [or rich with good health] and easy going with all my friends who I’m with, I 
am very happy to see my adventures [the condition of my life] unlike the previous 
year. During five months I went through a horrible misery of health. Now that I 
have told the expenses of my sickness that I had, the cost of 60 did not go down [the 
costs associated with my illness were not under 60]. Man, I don’t know what to do 
nor what to say. The town squares here are good for men who want to work. Here, 
they are offering me 30 for every month. For that reason I say that I am not sure if I 
will leave or not. However, I have to leave, but I won’t tell you for sure when I 
leave (eh). But my wish will always be to visit you on the 23rd or 24th of August this 
year. But if I do not get there during the month of August, then you will lose any 
hope to see me this year. Because if I stay here, I have to work more or less than a 
year, then maybe I’ll leave. Now, I am in the same company of [staying with] Mr. 
D. Bastanchury. But I wish to separate from him here in about six to eight days. 
Here, I will finish with all my words (I will close by saying). Like I have told you, 
if I don’t return by August, you will know what you have to do.  Take care of all of 
your little animals as best you can. All of the little animals there are yours, but they 
are not for you to sell or abandon [or neglect] like in previous times. All this time 
that you have been in California, you have abandoned your work, and that is why 
you don’t have anything now. And if you want to maintain a job as of today, in 
about two or three years you will have something.  But, if you don’t maintain your 
job you still will never have anything. It is to say that neither will I have anything 
[And I will end up with nothing]. Yes sir, if God permits, I will be there in August to 
see the function [the festival/show/performance] of San Luis Rey. If I am not there 
by that time, God knows where I will be. Oh poor me [Oh my], what will I do, in 
the end there is no life as miserable as mine. Greeting for all of those who 
remember me and to all of my Aunt Margarita’s family, and Mr. Jose Maria Trujillo. 
J. Frederick Smith, J. Frederico Smith  


